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The particular case to which the Maharaja alludes was
this. In 1909 the Shikshak Press of Mehsana in northern
Baroda territories fell under suspicion of haying issued
a Gujerati edition of the writings of the then famous
agitator Arabindo Ghose. Nothing much came of that
particular case, but in 1911 the suspicious Press became
again the subject of inquiry. It reached the ears of
the Government of India that a proscribed Bengali
book was printed secretly in Gujerati at this Press and
was bound in covers with misleading titles and other
false particulars. The Resident began to move in the
matter. The State police were set in motion. But mean-
while the police in Bombay obtained a clue. They were
told that the seditious literature had been thrown into
a well at Navsari, in the south of Baroda, by a clerk who
immediately absconded and was never heard of again.
An officer of the Bombay Police came to Navsari with
a man whom he had arrested in Bombay, and on in-
formation given by the latter he found over 500 copies
of a very seditious book in the well. The upshot was the
discovery of a whole gang of clerks at Mehsana engaged
in the dissemination of seditious literature. They were
dispersed by transfer to various places under the Minister's
orders. One Narsi was banished. The case against the
proprietor of the Press broke down, but the Press was
confiscated by order of the Maharaja.

During the investigation the Bombay police officer
complained to Mr. Seddon that he did not get the slightest
help from the Baroda Police, and though he was willing
to hand over the case to the State authorities, he doubted
whether they would carry it further and spoke of the
atmosphere of Baroda as unsympathetic, "though not
hostile like Mehsana'. Both in this case and m other